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BEFORE THE ARIZONA VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF: Case No.: 20-47 
CONSENT AGREEMENT 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
AND ORDER 


BENJAMIN SAVARD, DVM 


Holder of License No. 4549 
For the practice of Veterinary 
Medicine in the State of Arizona, 


Respondent. 


In the interest of a prompt and judicious settlement of the above captioned 
matter before the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board (“Board”) 
and consistent with the public interest, statutory requirements and 
responsibilities of the Board, and pursuant to A.R.S. §32-2201 et. seq. and A.R.S. 
§ 41-1092.07 (F)(5), the undersigned party, Benjamin Savard, DVM 
(“Respondent”), holder of license No. 4549 for the practice of veterinary 
medicine in Arizona and the Board enter into this Consent Agreement, Findings 
of Fact, Conclusion of Law and Order ("Consent Agreement”) as final 


disposition of this matter. 


CONSENT AGREEMENT 
Respondent understands and agrees that: 
1. The Board has jurisdiction over Respondent and the subject matter 
pursuant to A.R.S. §32-2201, ef. seg. 
2. Respondent has the right fo consult with an attorney prior to entering into 


this Consent Agreement. Respondent has a right to a public hearing 
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concerning this case. He further acknowledges that at such hearing he could 
present evidence and cross-examine witnesses. Respondent irrevocably waives 
his right to such a hearing. 

3. Respondent irrevocably waives any right to rehearing or review or to any 
judicial review or any other appeal of these matters. 

A. The Consent Agreement, once approved by the Board and signed by the 
Respondent, shall constitute a public record, which may be disseminated as a 
formal action of the Board. Sufficient evidence exists for the Board to make the 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law set forth in the Consent Agreement. 

5. Respondent acknowledges and understands that this Consent 
Agreement will not become effective until the Board approves it and it is signed 
by the Board's Executive Director. Respondent acknowledges and agrees that 
upon signing and returning this Consent Agreement to the Board’s Executive 
Director, Respondent may not revoke his acceptance of the Consent 
Agreement or make any modifications to the document, regardless of whether 
the Consent Agreement has been issued by the Executive Director. 

6. If any part of the Consent Agreement is later declared void or otherwise 
unenforceable, the remainder of the Order in its entirety shall remain in force 
and effect. 

7. Resoondent acknowledges that any violation of this Consent Agreement 
constitutes unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2232 and may result 
in disciplinary action pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234. 

8. This Consent Agreement and Order is effective on the date signed by the 


Board. 
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FINDINGS OF FACT 


1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of 
the practice of veterinary medicine in the State of Arizona. 

2. Respondent holds license No. 4549 for the practice of veterinary medicine 
in the State of Arizona. 

3. On October 2, 2019, “Ginger,” a 5-month-old female Labradoodle was 
presented to Respondent for a spay procedure. Upon exam, the dog had a 
weight = 17.5 pounds, a temperature = 102 degrees, a heart rate = 140bpm 
and a respiration rate = 30rom; BCS 3/9. Pre-surgical blood work was performed 


and the dog was deemed a surgical candidate. An IV catheter was placed, 


LRS fluids were started and the dog was pre-medicated with valium, | . 


acepromazine, atropine, and hydromorphone IM. Cerenia was administered 
\V: the dog was induced with alfaxan IV and maintained on isoflurane and 
oxygen. The spay procedure was performed; the procedure took 35 minutes. 
Post-op cold laser therapy was performed. 

4, 2. The dog recovered uneventfully and was discharged later that day with 
the following: 


er Elizabethan collar; 
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b. Acepromazine 10mg, 30 tablets; give | tablet orally every eight 
NOUurs; 

on Metacam 0.5mg/mL; draw to the 17# mark and administer once 
daily (no route noted); and 

d. Tramadol 50mg, 15 tablets; give % tablet orally every eight hours 
until gone for pain (written Rx). 

5. On October 3, 2019, the dog was presented to Respondent's associate, 
Dr. Duffy, due to vomiting and lethargy. Complainant also reported that the 
dog was passing brown urine. Dr. Duffy examined the dog; she noted that the 
dog was painful in the caudal abdomen, mucous membranes were tacky, 
bloody vaginal discharge was present and the dog had an increased 
respiratory rate. 

6. Dr. Duffy discussed with Complainant the concern for the dog’s pain, 
possible complications of the spay, and dehydration. She recommended IV 
fluids, Gl protectants, and blood work which Complainant initially declined. 
Because of these declined services, Dr. Duffy offered to perform a 
complimentary PCV (52) and administered SQ fluids and pain management. 
The dog was inadvertently administered Onsior 10mg/kg, 3.86mLs SQ. Dr. Duffy 
contacted Respondent to advise him of the Onsior overdose; he instructed her 
to tell Complainant, and as a precaution, start IV fluids and perform in-house 
blood work. Dr. Duffy wanted to also give the dog famotidine, sucralfate, and 
probiotics as well, which Respondent agreed to at no charge to Complainant. 

7. The dog was hospitalized for the day for treatment and diagnostics. Blood 
work was performed twice during the day and revealed worsening liver values 


and reduction of WBC numbers. According to Respondent, radiographs were 
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also performed which revealed pleural effusion, abdominal effusion, and 
unknown material in the abdomen. It is not noted in the medical record that 
radiographs were taken or their results. Due to the dog's declining condition, if 
was recommended the dog be transferred to an emergency facility; 
Complainant approved. 

8. The dog was presented to Dr. Gill at VETMED on emergency by 
Respondent's staff for continued management of post-op spay. The dog was 
laterally recumbent, mentally obtunded and in shock with tachycardia, poor 
femoral and absent dorsal pedal pulses, prolonged CRT and pale to cyanotic 
mucous membranes. AFAST scan indicated fluid in the abdomen and an 
dbdominocentesis was performed which revealed septic abdomen. 
Treatments were initiated and Complainant was contacted with an update. Dr. 
Gill advised that she was concerned with the dog's instability and the tree fluid 
in the abdomen: she informed Complainant that the dog would need a 
surgical exploratory. Dr. Gill explained that the dog may not make it to SUrge;ry 
and if she did, she could possibly die during the procedure; however surgery 
was the only option. Complainant understood and wanted to proceed. Dr. Gill 
updated Respondent that the pet owner wanted to proceed with surgery. 
Respondent left a deposit for the surgery. 

9, While the surgeon and criticalist were on their way to perform the surgery, 
the dog went into cardiopulmonary arrest. CPR was started and Complainant 
contacted - Complainant requested CPR to continue. After approximately 11 
minutes of CPR and no response, Complainant elected to discontinue CPR and 


the dog passed away. 
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10. The dog’s remains were sent fo Midwestern University for necropsy and 
revealed segmental entrapment through a loop between the omentum and a 
ligature on the right side of the body wall resulting in segmental infarct and 


rupture. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 


11. The Findings of Fact constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 (11) Gross 
negligence; treatment of a patient or practice of veterinary medicine resulting 
in injury, unnecessary suffering or death that was caused by carelessness, 


negligence or the disregard of established principles or practices. 


ORDER 


Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, it is 
ORDERED that Respondent, License No. 4549, be olaced on PROBATION for a 
period of one (1) year, subject to the following terms and conditions that shall 
be completed within the Probationary period. These requirements include two 
(2) hours of continuing education (CE) and a civil penalty as detailed below: 

1. Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, IT 
IS ORDERED THAT Respondent shall provide written proof satisfactory to the 
Board that he has completed two (2) hours of continuing education (CE) in 
addition to the existing continuing education required to renew a veterinary 
license. Respondent shall satisfy these two (2) hours by attending CE in the 
area of soft tissue surgery. Respondent shall submit written verification of 
attendance to the Board for approval. 

9. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent pay a civil penalty of five 


hundred dollars ($500.00) in the form of a cashier’s check, certified check, or 
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money order made payable to the Arizona Veterinary Medical Examining 
Board on or before the end of the Probationary period. 

3. Respondent shall submit to the Board a written outline regarding how 
he plans to satisfy the requirement in paragraph 1 for its approval within sixty 
(60) days of the effective date of this Consent Agreement. All continuing 
education to be completed for this Consent Agreement shall be pre-approved 
by the Board. The outline shall include CE course details including, name, 
provider, date(s), hours of CE to be earned, and a brief course summary. 

4. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws/rules governing 
the practice of veterinary medicine in this state. 

5. Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Consent 
Agreement. 

6. This Consent Agreement is conclusive evidence of the matters 
described and may be considered by the Board in determining an appropriate 
sanction in the event a subsequent violation occurs. In the event Respondent 
violates any term of this Consent Agreement, the Board may, after opportunity 
for Informal Interview or Formal Hearing, take any other appropriate disciplinary 
action authorized by law, including suspension or revocation of Respondent's 


license. 


ISSUED THIS 20° DAY OF (tp rt, 2020. 


FOR THE BOARD: 
ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


Jim Loughead, Chairperson 
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Original of the foregoing filed 
This_2e_ day of _ Cert 2020 with: 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St, Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing mailed by Certified, return receipt mail 
This cto day of Opt , 2020 to: 


Benjamin Savard, DVM 
Adaress on file 
Respondent 


Copy of the foregoing mailed by regular mail 
This oe” day of Cpr 20205160: 


David Stoll, Esq. 

Beaugureau, Hancock, Stoll and Schwarz, PC 
302 E. Coronado Rd 

Phoenix, Arizona 85004 
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By: a x: 
Board Staff 
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